
Ayoung, proud Vizsla/Pit Bull mix named Ginger was 
left in an overnight drop box at the Nebraska Humane 

Society (NHS) in May of 2015. When Ginger’s original 
owners never came back for her, our animal medical and 
care teams quickly began to help Ginger fi nd her forever 
home. We did not know then that Ginger would have to 
call NHS “home” for nearly a year.

Like some dogs that come to NHS, Ginger had a few 
behavior issues that needed attention. She showed some 
unruly tendencies and had extreme amounts of energy. 
While she was initially adopted out quickly, Ginger 
ended  up back at NHS in January of 2016. We were told 
that Ginger was a clever girl, but a bit of an escape artist, 
slipping out of her collars and leaving the yard. When she 
was surrendered the second time, she had been hit by a car 
and was suff ering from automobile-related post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Continued on the next page ...

Ginger goes home

We created The Heartbeat newsletter 
because we wanted to reach out to 

our donors and supporters, to share our 
stories and to show you the tremendous 
impact your donations have on the animals 

who fi nd shelter here. 
You are the reason our 
doors, and kennels, stay 
open.

2016 was a record year 
at NHS in many ways. 
We facilitated more 
than 11,000 adoptions, 
616 more than in 2015. 
We cared for more 

than 25,000 animals, including wildlife. 
Our live release rate for cats increased 
an astounding 5 percent. Our low-cost 
Spay and Neuter Center performed more 
than 6,000 surgeries. And, through your 
generosity, we raised a record $3,324,652, 
every penny of which was spent providing 
medical assistance, animal care, adoption 
services, enrichment and rehabilitation 
for our precious visitors — the animals we 
all love so dearly. 

Our needs are ongoing — animals 
seeking shelter arrive every day. Please

Continued on the page 3 ...
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PLANNED GIVING

Including the Nebraska Humane Society in your estate plans will save lives long after you’re gone. Your 

commitment will help prop up animals who have been abandoned, abused and neglected in our community. 

Remembering NHS in your plans will allow us to help the thousands of animals who come through our doors 

every year. Learn more about planned giving at www.nehumanesociety.org. Contact Rebecca Langle at 

402-905-3438 or at rarmstronglangle@nehumanesociety.org to request more information. 

(Continued from the cover)
Once again, NHS helped Ginger heal while showering 

her with love and attention to prepare her for that forever 
home. There were brief stays 
with a couple more families, 
but she always ended up back 
at the shelter. We were told 
that she didn’t get along with 
cats, and could be destructive 
and possessive. When others 
gave up on her, NHS never 
did. Ginger was a handful. We 
knew that fi nding the right fi t 
for her would not be easy, but 
our team would not throw in 
the towel on this beautiful 

pup. For fi ve more months, we cared for Ginger at NHS. 
Then came Nick Strong. 

Like many people, Nick wanted to just look at the 
dogs available for adoption at NHS. Nick’s mom had 
passed away a few months prior, and he was searching for 
something to help ease his pain. That day, Ginger changed 
Nick’s life forever.

“I fell in love with Ginger right away,” said Nick, who 
had past experience with both Vizslas and Pit Bulls. 

Ginger immediately warmed up to Nick. Staff  and 
volunteers were excited that Ginger fi nally found her 
loving forever home. And Ginger has been enjoying life 
ever since. She has a big yard, a fence and people to care 
for her. 

Even though Nick rescued Ginger, sometimes he feels 
as though she rescued him.

“Ginger fi lled a place in my heart after my mom died,” 
said Nick. “She is so loving, she just cozies right up to me.”

Nick said that he would give every person who helped 
save Ginger, including our generous donors, a big hug to 
say “thank you!” We couldn’t erase Ginger’s past, but with 
your help, we changed her future.

Ginger goes home HOW HELP BECOMES

HOPE
The power of donations

Three doses
of heartworm 

treatment

$200

Complete care 
for an animal 

for one month

$480

One pain patch 
for a suff ering 

animal

$40

Welcome round 
of  vaccinations
for one animal

$10

A full-round of
antibiotics for 
three animals 

$100 

Five dental 
exams, cleaning 
and follow-up

$250



Meet Martin and Riley. These two 
kittens came to NHS in September 
of 2016. They were under-socialized 
and scared. These brothers are shy, 
but sweet and cuddly. They are also 
FeLV positive. FeLV is the virus 
that causes feline leukemia — a 
disease, that when active, impairs 
a cat’s immune system and makes 
them unable to fi ght off  infections. 
Despite this diagnosis, we didn’t 
hesitate to help these kittens.

Martin and Riley spent time 
getting around-the-clock care at a 
foster home. NHS foster homes are 
completely supported by donations 
from the community. Foster parents 
receive all needed food, medications 
and toys at no cost. The foster home 

for these two kitties had to be extra 
special, because FeLV, while not 
contagious to other species like 
dogs, critters or people, is very 
contagious to other cats. 

Once Martin and Riley were ready 
for adoption, they began to wait for 
the perfect home. Feline leukemia is 

scary — not everyone understands 
that only cats are at risk. Because 
of their FeLV diagnosis, NHS staff  
wanted them to go as a pair so they 
would always have a companion. It 
took NHS two months to fi nd a new 
home for these cuties, far longer 
than most kittens that enter the 
shelter.

The good news is that FeLV cats 
can live robust, healthy lives after 
their diagnosis until, or if, the virus 
becomes active. While there is no 
treatment for FeLV, healthy diets 
and good care will go a long way 
in helping these two lead joy-fi lled 
lives.  

Now, they have the right home to 
help them do just that.

Pair of kittens get a second chance

(Continued from the cover)
take a moment to review the chart to the right, which 
is representative of how your donations impact the 
shelter and will give you a strong sense of how you 
changed everything for the animals. 

As the President and CEO of the Nebraska Humane 
Society, I have seen fi rst-hand the dedication of our 
staff , volunteers and board members to our mission 
to protect and enrich the lives of animals in our 
community. Remarkable people work tirelessly to 
ensure that the animals’ needs are met and their 
forever homes are found. Our work here is often 
diffi  cult and heartbreaking, but when we watch an 
animal proudly walk out our doors and into the arms 
of their new family, our hearts swell with joy. 

Please look through The Heartbeat. You will fi nd 
inspiring stories about the animals we serve and learn 
a little more about the scope of our services. You, our 
donors, make a diff erence here every day. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.

Gratefully,
Nancy Hintz, President and CEO
Nebraska Humane Society

Because of you

44%

24%

14%

14%

4%

Animal Medical: $1,475,557

Animal Care and Foster Care: $779,302.50

Adoption and Assessment: $453,858.50

Behavior: $469,463

Humane Education and Other Outreach: $146,665

2016 Expenditures



Friends Forever cordially invites 
you to join us at the Omaha Design 
Center for a casual evening of fun. 
Bring your dog and enjoy a night 

together as you socialize with other 
two- and four-legged party goers. 

Learn more and buy tickets at 
www.nehumanesociety.org/

diningwithdogs

Introducing the Brown Dog Society
A little brown terrier born more than 100 years 

ago in London, England is considered by many 
to be the catalyst for the modern animal welfare 
movement.

The tiny terrier entered into a world where 
homeless animals were often used as test cases 

for medical students and 
subjected to numerous 
surgical procedures, of-
ten with little or no an-
esthesia. The brown dog 
suff ered — until one day, 
when three animal rights 
activists were present 
and horrifi ed. Once dis-
covered, the treatment 
of the little brown dog 

sparked outrage among animal lovers across Eu-
rope and the United States. 

After several years and dozens of court cases, 
referred to as the “Brown Dog Aff air,” the medi-
cal community began to adopt humane treatment 
guidelines for their canine test subjects. This work 
is ongoing.

In memory of this brave little brown terrier, the 
Nebraska Humane Society has established The 
Brown Dog Society, a giving club that honors the 

ideals of animal welfare that were sparked so long 
ago by this innocent dog. We invite you all to join 
the club.

Membership in the Brown Dog Society allows 
for at least two reservations to an exclusive 
event in the fall and an opportunity to submit a 
video entry for our “Nebraska’s Funniest Animal 
Home Videos” to premiere that evening. Visit 
www.nehumanesociety.org/browndog for more 
information. 

If you already donated to the shelter at one of 
these levels in 2017, you will automatically become 
a Brown Dog member! Remember, it only takes one 
donor to change the life of an animal.

Annual Giving Levels:

Bronze Paw:

Platinum
Paw:

$500

$1,000 $5,000Silver Paw:

Gold Paw: $2,500


